
Welcome Home!
December 24, 2023

Christmas Eve Candlelight & 
Communion Service
Sanctuary & Online 

5:30 PM



Announcements



Choral Call to Worship
Rock-A-Bye

Czech Carol, Arr. by Martin Shaw



*Call to Worship 
Leader: In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.

Congregation: And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory.



Let us dance with delight in the 

Lord and let our hearts be filled 

with rejoicing,

for eternal salvation has 

appeared on the earth. Alleluia!



*Lighting of the 
Advent Wreath

John 1:3-5
All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come 

into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 



Congregation: The people that walked 
in  darkness have seen a great light! 

Light of  the world shine in our lives and 
shine  always in our lives so that others 
may see  you through us! Emmanuel - 

Thank you for  being God among us and 
in us! Hallelujah!  Amen! 



We light this candle as a symbol 
of Christ, the newborn King, who is 

the light of the world. May the 
Word sent from God lead us to the 

way of salvation!



*Hymn of Praise  
O Come, All 
Ye Faithful

UMH #234, V. 1, 3, 5 & 6
Used by Permission. License #1203752



























*Affirmation of Faith
Congregation: I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth: And in Jesus Christ His 

only Son, Our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 

third day he rose from the dead, 
he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence



he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen.



Sharing Our 
Joys & 

Concerns



Call To Prayer 
It Came Upon A
Midnight Clear

UMH #218, v 1 & 3
Used by Permission. License #1203752











Congregational Prayer 
& 

The Lord’s Prayer



Offering Prayer 
& Return of God’s

Tithes & Gifts



*Doxology 
Praise God, 
From Whom 

All Blessings Flow 
USED BY PERMISSION. CCLI LICENSE #1203752







Children’s 
Time 



Hymn of Faith
Joy to the World

UMH #246
Used by Permission. CCLI License #1203752



















Scripture Reading 
Luke 2:1-20



In those days a decree went out from Emperor 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 

be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David.



He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her 

child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.



In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 

of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 

the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.



This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 

in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!”



When the angels had left them and gone 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” So they 

went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.



When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this 

child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.



“The Generosity of 
God’s Love Through
Emmanuel – The 
Perfect Gift at the 
Perfect Time”

Rev. Laraine Waughtal



Invitation to Holy Communion
Prayer of Confession & Pardon

Leader: Christ our Lord invites to his 
table all who love him and seek to grow 
into his likeness. Let us draw near with 
faith, make our humble confession, and 
prepare to receive this Holy Sacrament.



Congregation: We do not presume to 
come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own goodness, but in 
your unfailing mercies. We are not 

worthy that you should receive us, but 
give your word and we shall be healed, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



Leader: Hear the good news: Christ died 
for us while we were yet sinners; that is 

proof of God’s love toward us. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Congregation: In the name of Jesus 
Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. 

Amen



Leader: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Great Thanksgiving 



Communion Liturgy & 
Receiving of the 

Elements 



Anthem
Breath of Heaven

By Amy Grant



*Lighting of the Candles
Hymn of Invitation

Silent Night, Holy Night
UMH #239

Used by Permission. CCLI# 1203752



















*Benediction 



*Sending Forth
Hark, the Herald 

Angels Sing
UMH #240

Used by Permission. CCLI# 1203752





















Merry Christmas!
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