
In Loving Memory 
Martha Ruth Colebank Smith 

October 8, 1923 - August 19, 2023  

Services: 
Friday, August 25, 2023 

11:00 AM 
Fellowship Hall 

OBITUARY  
      Martha (Marty) Colebank Smith passed away on Saturday, August 19, 
2023, at St. Patrick’s Hospital in Lake Charles, LA. She was 99 years old, just 
fifty days shy of her 100th birthday.                                                                    
      Marty was born on October 8, 1923, the fifth of seven children born to 
John and Clara Colebank of Woodside Township, Fertile, Minnesota. She was 
educated in the public schools and graduated from Thief River Falls Training 
School, and attended the University of Minnesota. She taught school for three 
years in rural schools in Minnesota. She spent a year at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio during World War 2 as an engineering aide. 
      After living in Minnesota, Ohio, Iowa, Connecticut, and Arkansas, Marty 
moved with her family to DeRidder, LA in 1970. She was an administrative 
assistant in a local accounting firm in DeRidder, retiring after 25 1/2 years. 
She was a member of First United Methodist Church, where she was a 
member of the Aldersgate Sunday School class, a past member of the Chancel 
Choir, and served on various committees including Finance and Church 
Council. She served as Financial Secretary and Treasurer. Marty was an avid 
golfer, winning multiple Ladies’ Club Championships and scoring multiple 
holes in one at Beauregard Country Club. She loved to play bridge and other 
card games and did so several times a week with her dear friends. In recent 
months Marty was a resident at Calcasieu Community Care Center in Lake 
Charles and enjoyed playing dominoes and Bingo with her new friends there. 
      Marty was preceded in death by a son, Jeffery Smith of Clanton, 
Alabama, her parents, four brothers, Laurence, Maynard, Norman and John 
Colebank Jr., two sisters, Ann Colebank Hagen and Grace Colebank 
Anderson. 
       She is survived by a son, Peter (Michelle) Smith of Kingwood, Texas, a 
daughter, Alison (John) Rudd of Moss Bluff, LA, four grandchildren, Scott 
Marchand of Louisville, Kentucky, Alison (Nathan) Wright of Georgetown, 
Kentucky, Dr. Justin Rudd (Ashley) of Lake Charles, LA, and Ashley (Cody) 
Sellers of Moss Bluff, LA. She was blessed with nine great grandchildren, 
Abigail and Jacob Rudd, Addison and Anniston Sellers, Lucy and Miles 
Wright, and Marley, Dru and Mia Marchand. She is also survived by special 
friend and former daughter-in-law, Elizabeth M. Smith of Georgetown, KY, 
many nieces and nephews, and all of her bridge and golf playing friends.          
      Memorial services will be held at First United Methodist Church, 406 W. 
Shirley Street, DeRidder, LA on Friday August 25, 2023. Visitation will be 
held in the Church Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m., with the 
Celebration of Life to follow at 11 a.m. 
      In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to DeRidder First 
United Methodist Church or a charity of your choice. 



Celebrating Marty 
GREETING 

WORDS OF COMFORT 
HYMN 

IN THE GARDEN 
Sung by Linda Labue 

SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 23 

COMMUNITY SHARING 
PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN OF PROMISE 
Sung by Linda Labue 

SCRIPTURES 
John 14 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 

MESSAGE 
Rev. Laraine Waughtal 

IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL 
Congregational Singing 

PRAYER / COMMITTAL 
BENEDICTION 

IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL 
1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea 
billows roll; whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well 
with my soul. 
Refrain: It is well (It is well) with my soul (with my soul), it is well, it is 
well with my soul. 
2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest 
assurance control, that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and hath shed 
his own blood for my soul. (Refrain) 
3. My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! My sin, not in part but the 
whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise 
the Lord, O my soul! (Refrain) 
4. And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled 
back as a scroll; the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, even 
so, it is well with my soul. (Refrain)


