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Pastor’s Ponderings

In the fall, in Louisiana, there are a number of crops that are harvested. 
Pumpkins, sweet potatoes, winter squash, carrots, radishes, cabbage, 
cauliflower, and more. For the farmer and the gardener, the fall season is 
usually such a good season following the heat of summer. Watching the 
brilliant colors of these foods being harvested is a time of reward, satisfaction, 
and smiles for the hard work of preparing the soil, planting, weeding, praying 
for rain and growth, and seeing the fruits of your labors coming in with their 
beautiful colors of yellow, orange, red, green, and white. You know you will 
be enjoying wonderful meals with the harvest and also sharing it with friends 
and neighbors. The reality is that we are harvesting and tending to gardens 
every day. Those gardens may include nurturing various “crops,” such as your 
children, grandchildren, growing friendships, learning more about the Bible 
and growing your faith, learning at school, working at your job, and spending 
time with your family. We are also called to plant the seeds of faith in all that 
we meet and share the love of Christ with others. Making and growing 
disciples is critical to the very soul of everyone that we meet. Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 9:


36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 

disciples,“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38  Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”(NIV) 


And who are those workers? You and I. The harvest is all around us. We all 
bring different gifts to help with the harvest, just as the farmers and their 
neighbors would help gather harvest in the fields together. We work as a team 
to make those disciples, and we all grow in our relationship with God, each 
other, and with the new disciples that are made. It doesn’t get any better than 
that! So, what are you harvesting right now? What all crops are you growing 
in your home, your family, and your faith? Come and worship. Come and 
participate and feed your soul so that you can help feed the soul and grow the 
harvest for the sake of our Savior and the souls of all. Have a beautiful fall and 
keep praying for cooler weather!


See you Sunday! 

Laraine

Erin Tepley 
Administrative 

Assistant 
Office: 337-463-4491 

erin@ 
fumcderidder.org 

Follow us on Facebook 
at DeRidder First 
United Methodist 

Church, where we post 
our worship services & 
share upcoming events!  
We’re also on YouTube 

at DeridderFUMC
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