
Welcome Home!
January 7, 2024

Sanctuary & Online 
10:00 AM



Announcements!



Choral Call to Worship
The First Nowell

Performed by
FUMC’s Handbell Ensemble
Arranged by James C. Smith



*Call to Worship 
Everlasting God, the radiance of faithful 

souls, you brought the nations to your light
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Fill the world with your glory, and show 
yourself to all the nations; through him 
who is the true light and the bright and 
morning star, Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord. Amen.



*Hymn of Praise 
There’s a Song 

in the Air
UMH #249, V. 1 & 4

Used by Permission. License #1203752 & #20202614











*Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; 



he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Sharing Our Joys 
and Concerns



Call To Prayer 
This is a Day of
New Beginnings

UMH # 383, v. 1 & 3
Used by Permission. License #1203752 & #20202614







Congregational Prayer 
& 

The Lord’s Prayer



Offering Prayer 
& Return of God’s

Tithes



*Doxology 
Praise God, From Whom 

All Blessings Flow 
Used by Permission. License #1203752 & #20202614







Hymn of Faith
We Three Kings

UMH #254
Used by Permission. License #1203752 & #20202614























Scripture Reading
Matthew 2:1-12



After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose 

and have come to worship him.”



When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him. When he had called together all 
the people’s chief priests and 

teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born.



“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, 
“for this is what the prophet has 

written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of 

you will come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.’”



Then Herod called the Magi secretly 
and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. He sent 

them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
search carefully for the child. As soon 
as you find him, report to me, so that 

I too may go and worship him.”



After they had heard the king, they went 
on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him.



Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a 

dream not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country by 

another route.



“Bread of Life”
Sermon

Rev. Laraine Waughtal



Anthem 
A Bluegrass
Magnificat

Tim Sharp and Timothy Michael Powell



Invitation to 
Holy Communion 



Prayer of Confession & 
Pardon 

Congregation: Merciful God, 
We confess that we have not 

loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an 

obedient church. 



We have not done your will, we 
have broken your law, we have 
rebelled against your love, we 

have not loved our neighbors, and 
we have not heard the cry of the 

needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us 
for joyful obedience, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Leader: Hear the good news: Christ died for 
us while we were yet sinners; that proves 

God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, you are forgiven! 

Congregation: In the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen. 



Leader: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Great Thanksgiving 



Communion Liturgy & 
Receiving of the 

Elements 



*Hymn of Invitation 
Blessed Assurance

UMH #369, v. 1 & 3
Used by Permission. License #1203752 & #20202614











*Benediction



*Sending Forth
Stand Up, Stand Up

for Jesus
UMH #514, v. 1 & 2

Used by Permission. License #1203752 & #20202614











Thank you for joining 
us today! 
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